BOROUGH OF CARLISLE
PLANNING  COMMISSION 

Meeting Minutes – January 28, 2016


Members in Attendance: Ed Bidelspach, Christian Muniz, Nicole Purcell and Renee Rhan.  Justin Smith arrived at 5:35 p.m.

Borough Officials in Attendance:  Mark Malarich, Public Works Director, Bruce Koziar, Planning/Zoning/Codes Manager and Sean Garrigan, Esquire.

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.   


Items Reviewed by the Planning Commission:
 

1.	The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval of the minutes of the December 15, 2015 meeting.


2. 	The Planning Commission considered recommending approval of a Final Subdivision Plan submitted by Burget & Associates, Inc. on behalf of Eppley Ventures, LLC for a property located at 830 N. West Street (R-4 Town Center Residential).  The Planning Commission may consider recommending approval of a waiver for the filing of a preliminary subdivision plan.

	The proposed plan indicates the subdivision of 830 N. West Street into two tracts to create a new building lot.  The existing lot #1 contains a single family semi-detached dwelling unit.  The proposed new lot (1A) will have frontage on N. West Street and contain the existing single family semi-detached dwelling unit.  The new proposed lot (1B) is currently vacant and will have frontage on Factory Street.

	The applicant is in agreement with staff’s recommendations.
	
Conclusion:  The Planning Commission, upon motion by Christian Muniz and second by Nicole Purcell, unanimously recommended approval, subject to staff conditions, of final subdivision plan and the waiver to submit a preliminary plan.


3.	The Planning Commission considered recommending approval of a Final Subdivision Plan submitted by Burget & Associates on behalf of Kolene Spicher of 617 S. Hanover Street (R-5 Traditional Residential).  The Planning Commission also considered recommending approval of a waiver to the submission of a preliminary plan.

	The proposed plan will subdivide an existing property located at 617 S. Hanover Street into two tracts to create a new building lot.  Lot #1 will contain the existing single family dwelling, while the newly created lot #2 will have street frontage on the corner of Ridge and S. Hanover Streets.

The applicant is in agreement with staff’s recommendations.
	
Conclusion:  The Planning Commission, upon motion by Nicole Purcell and second by Christian Muniz, unanimously recommended approval, subject to staff conditions, of final subdivision plan and the waiver to submit a preliminary plan.


4.	The Planning Commission conducted an informal discussion with the developer (Pirhl) to discuss their proposed development and its relationship to UM requirements for the former Carlisle Tire & Wheel property located at 515 N. College Street (UM Urban Mixed Use Zoning District).

	David Uram of Pirhl Developers stated that he is here tonight hoping to receive a letter from the Planning Commission and ultimately Borough Council stating that Pirhl’s proposed development meets the Borough of Carlisle’s ordinances.  This letter is needed in order for Pirhl to go forward with their financing for this project.

	Mr. Uram also expressed concern on the need for clarification on whether or not the Borough of Carlisle will be extending “C” Street through their property.  

	The proposed development will include 45 retirement community units and a 20,000 square foot commercial center on 2.89 acres of the tract.  Mr. Uram stated that the retirement units will require the Zoning Hearing Board to grant a special exception for these units.  The plan also includes the development of 40 townhomes, 12 semi-detached dwellings, parking lots for the retirement units and townhouse areas, administrative office building to include a game room and fitness center, 2.98 acres of green space that will include a high quality playground and a skate park.  

	Renee Rhan asked how many parking spaces are included for the retirement area.  Mr. Uram stated 80 parking spaces will be provided.

	Justin Smith inquired about the parking lot located on the southwest corner of N. College Street and “B” Street, the vacant building on the northwest corner of that intersection and why the traffic circle was offset.

	Mark Malarich stated that the parking lot and vacant building are not owned by this applicant.  He also stated that Creative Concepts purchased the vacant building and is in the process of remodeling it into high end apartments.  The traffic circle is off-set per PennDOT recommendations and as to not impede on the existing structure and parking lot.

	Mr. Garrigan, Esquire, representing the Borough of Carlisle, explained that there is a fundamental conflict between the sketch plan, submitted on January 18 2016, and the Borough of Carlisle’s official map.  This is due to the fact that the plan indicates townhouses to be constructed in the area where “C” Street is indicated to be extended through this parcel.  

	Co-Chair Bidelspach stated that the Planning Commission will not make a recommendation regarding this plan until a revised plan is re-submitted.


There being no further items on the agenda, the Planning Commission adjourned at approximately 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,


Bruce Koziar
Planning/Zoning/Codes Manager
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