
Page 1 of 3 
 

Borough of Carlisle 

Historical and Architectural Review Board 

Meeting Minutes – August 26, 2019 

 

Members present: William White, Justin Hovetter, Debbie Jussel, Ben Chamberlin, John 

Rogers, and Michael Skelly 

 

Meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

 

1. Upon motion by D. Jussel, second by J. Hovetter, the HARB approved the July 29, 

2019 minutes.   

 

Regular Agenda: 

 

1. A request by Stacy Snyder for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 17 E. South Street 

to replace seven windows.  Five on the front of the house and one on the side and 

one on the rear.  The proposed windows will be made of Fibrex with a wood / vinyl 

composite to look like wood.  The existing windows are one-over-one.  The new 

windows will be two-over-two with an exterior profile.  The dividing window grills will 

be located between the panes of glass. 

 

Consensus: The Board, upon motion by J. Hovetter, second by R. Rogers, 

unanimously approved this request. 

 

2. A request by Tri-County HDC for a Certificate of Appropriateness at 157- 159 E. South 

St. to demolish the existing vacant and severely blighted house and construct two, 

new townhomes.  The townhomes will be two-story, with front porches and a partial 

brick façade.  The second floor, side and rear will be covered with siding. 

 

Justin Kuhn of Tri-County HDC, explained that the construction will be pushed back 

from the street in order to locate the structure outside the100-year flood zone.   

 

The Board expressed concern with the architecture of the proposed dwellings.  

Discussion ensued on draft conditions of approval that were prepared by staff, and 

Board Members itemized these to form their below recommendations: 

 

a. That the existing metal fence be partially retained and integrated into the 

landscape features of the front and side yards; 

b. That the first and second story faux window shutters be removed, and that cost 

savings be applied to installing decorative trim around the windows, similar to 

adjacent homes; 

c. Replicate existing windows, which appear to be two over two;  Otherwise, use a 

one-over-one configuration; 

d. That the front entrance porches be removed in favor of a simple, understated 

portico design similar to other row homes in neighborhood, and that cost savings 

be applied to other design recommendations; 
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e. That the partial brick veneer façade be removed, and that cost savings be 

applied to using an appropriate wood, composite, or fiber-cement siding on the 

façade, and that the applicant make a good effort, with the above-noted cost 

savings, to also extend along sides, rather than the use of vinyl siding; 

f. Any salvageable material from home that cannot be used for new design should 

be offered to HARB / other community historic representative for use elsewhere. 

 

P. Jussel objected to using vinyl siding on the side of the building particularly since 

he believed that it would likely be visible from public street, and therefore should be 

required by Guidelines, which were approved by Borough Council in 2010. 

 

   Consensus:  The Board, upon motion by B. Chamberlin, second by J. Rogers, voted 

unanimously to approve the amended request.  

 

3. A request by John & Colleen Oszustowicz for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

104- 106 S. Hanover Street to: 

 

a. Cover brick exterior with wood milled siding (to match the existing on side & 

rear); 

b. Replace front (left side) door with a “BenBilt” fiberglass door to match the 

existing size and design of the current door;  Right side door, porch & awning to 

be removed; 

c. Add a permanent roof structure over the front door.  The porch roof will be a 

small gable roof (see attached example)   

d. Add wooden shutters and decorative trim above the windows (see attached 

example). 

e. Existing concrete front steps will be repaired / replaced. 

 

Consensus:  The Board, upon motion by J. Hovetter and second by D. Jussel, 

approved this request. 

 

4. A request by Carlisle Theater for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 40 W. High 

Street to reconstruct the pilasters on the west side of the auditorium with expansion 

joints to match the pilasters on the east side of the building.  Remove the upper two 

feet of the chimney, which has deteriorated, and reconstruct.  Existing chimney 

caps will be removed and reused.  Brick will match the pilasters.  Rout out and 

repoint the remaining mortar joints to the top of the parapet wall. 

 

Consensus:  The Board, upon motion by J. Rogers and second by B. Chamberlin, 

unanimously approved this request. 

 

5. Skelly distributed Borough Council’s 2010 HARB Guidelines and asked the Board to 

consider making any necessary changes.  This will be discussed at the September 

meeting.   

 

6. Skelly discussed recent work and future balcony repairs at the West St. AME Zion 

Church.  He stated that Borough staff has been in contact with representatives of 
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the church to let them know that any future repairs to the balcony will require HARB 

approval.  No application has been received to date.  

 

There being no further business, the Board adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 


