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GOVERNMENT STUDY COMMISSION APPROVES FINAL REPORT 

On November 18th the Government Study Commission approved its Report of Findings and 

Recommendations and transmitted the report to the Borough Secretary in accordance with the 

Pennsylvania Home Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law. The Borough Secretary will certify a 

copy of the commission’s report to the Cumberland County Board of Elections. The board of 

elections will place the following question on the ballot at the Borough of Carlisle municipal 

primary election on May 20, 2015:   

"Shall the Home Rule Charter contained in the report, dated November 18, 2014, 

of the Government Study Commission, prepared in accordance with the Home 

Rule Charter and Optional Plans Law, be adopted by the Borough of Carlisle?" 

At that time, the citizens of Carlisle will decide if they believe the proposed home rule charter 

provides an appropriate method to increase efficiency and effectiveness and to provide greater 

opportunity for citizen participation in local government. 

A copy of the final report and charter can be found here on the Borough of Carlisle web site. 

Developing the proposed charter has been an 18-month process by the commission including 

more than 50 public meetings, hundreds of additional hours interviewing borough officials, 

conducting public hearings, researching the charters of other boroughs, and drafting and 

revising documents. The commission is pleased to present this proposed home rule charter to 

the citizens of Carlisle and we are confident that, if adopted, it will result in a local government 

that is stronger, more efficient, and more responsive.   

The commission will limit its meetings through the remainder of the year. However, 

commission members will be available to talk with individuals, community and neighborhood 

groups at any time to discuss and answer questions on the proposed charter. In early 2015 the 

commission will begin regular meetings and education sessions again. We encourage citizens 

and community and neighborhood groups to contact us and permit us an opportunity, through 

your meetings, to ensure citizens understand home rule and the opportunities this charter 

provides to the citizens of Carlisle. Please contact the commission via e-mail at 

CarlislePaHR@gmail.com if you have questions or need additional information. You can also 

find the commission on Facebook at Carlisle Home Rule Study Commission.   

Commission Members 

Ken Womack, Chairman; David Sheridan, Vice Chairman; Robert Winston, Secretary/Treasurer; 

Bill Berwick; Stephen Hughes; Bert Lennon; John Sacrison; Phil Shevlin and Blake Wilson. 
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