
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

November 4, 2015 

Carlisle Police Department Headquarters 

7:30 a.m. 

 

 

In Attendance 

 

Don Grell   Chief Margeson  Chris Varner    

Robin Guido   Det. Sgt. Freedman  Sheri Minnich 

Perry Heath   Matt Candland   Nathan Harig 

Matt Madden   Debra Figueroa  Betty Julias 

Dawn Flower   Mark Malarich  Henrietta Schlegel 

Linda Cecconello  Bruce Koziar   William Schlegel 

Connie Biers   Jeff Snyder   Dave Baric 

Mike Scherer   Brian Williams  Mark Bayley 

Connie Gibson  Jane Adams   John Mangan 

 

 

1. Chairman Grell called the November Public Safety Committee meeting to order. 

 

2. The September Public Safety Committee Meeting Minutes were not approved. 

 

3. Around the Table 

 

 Fire - October had 42 alarms. 14 National Fire Prevention Week Programs which 

  reached 700 children and 135 adults. Traveled to Wisconsin to Pierce Apparatus. 

  General forms need proper documentation for federal funding. 

 

 EMS - October had 947 calls; 266 in the Borough. Up 9,532 calls for this year. 

 

 Police – Participated in the Cumberland County Consortium test in August. In  

  October, oral interviews were conducted and now have a Civil Service 

  Eligibility List and began conducting backgrounds for entry level candidates. 

  The department is also researching body cameras. 

 

 Fire Police – no report. 

 

 Dickinson DPS – no report. 

 

 Neighborhood Associations – no report. 

 

 Elm Street Manager – Chris Varner stated that on Nov. 5, a program called 3 Minute 



 Thursdays, which means go outside and pick up litter in your area and post your photo 

 and comment to Face Book. Heberlig Palmer Lot is complete with a garden to deter 

 vandals. 

 

 SOSO – Connie Biers stated there was a recent meeting but not enough for a quorum.  

  This association is concerned with the Carlisle Area School District fiber optics. 

 

 

4. Vacate a Portion of Oak Avenue 

 

 Staff received a request two months ago from residents at 357 and 347 C Street in the 

 Borough. These residents would like permission to eliminate/close off that portion  

 between C & F Streets and use as a private driveway. There are no public utilities in that 

 area. The residents would place a gate on both sides to close the area. According to Mark 

 Malarich, Oak Avenue is disjointed, it appears, then disappears, then appears, etc. 

 The police department is not aware of any criminal activity in that area. The committee 

 decided to hold off, look at the site again, monitor that area and come back in the  

 December Public Safety Committee meeting and make a decision. 

 

5. The Carlisle House – parking lot exit onto W. South Street 

 

 Staff received a concern from the owner of the Carlisle House Bed and Breakfast asking 

 to look into the parking lot exit onto W. South Street from the B&B. After a lengthy 

 discussion, it was decided that the Borough would paint back 5 feet behind the tree and 

 maintain two (2) parking spaces. 

 

 Manager Candland encouraged elected officials to drive to that area for themselves. 

 This request will still continue to be monitored. 

 

6. No Turn on Red – southbound for S. West Street at Willow and Walnut Bottom  

 

 Staff received two separate requests to establish a “No Turn on Red” at S. West 

 Street at Willow Street and Walnut Bottom Road. There were 7 Reportable accidents 

 at that location between 2010-2014 and 7 Non-Reportable accidents with one pedestrian 

 accident. The committee decided to start the process by preparing a Policy Briefing  

 Summary to be approved by Council. 

 

7. Borough of Carlisle Emergency Operation Plan 

 

 Fire Chief Snyder stated that the Borough’s Emergency Operation Plan be updated every 

 two years for PEMA. The Borough’s is set to expire in December of this year. The plan 

 has been updated and sent to PEMA and the County. A Policy Briefing Summary should 

 be approved and signed by Borough Council. Chief Snyder stated that the plan needs  

 updated so that federal funds can be available if needed. 

 

 



7. Old Business – Unmanned Aircraft (Drones) 

 

 Chief Margeson has looked into the drone request made by Mr. Jon Black, a resident 

 of S. Orange Street from the September Public Safety Committee meeting. Chief stated 

 there are only a handful of plans in municipalities in PA. The FAA has no restrictions 

 on them only a 400 foot clearance. The FAA is proposing that they be registered with 

 a serial number. We have not  received any recent complaints, only the one from Mr. 

 Black. Councilmember Flower stated that the Borough needs to contact other Borough 

 Associations, the League of Cities and the Planning Commission to get information  

 since Amazon is now selling drones for $45 making them available for Christmas 

 gifts or any time. 

 

9. New Business 

 

 No new business to report. 

 

10. Public Comment 

 

 No public comment. 

 

 

With no other business to report, the meeting adjourned at 9:05. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Sandra Lorence 

Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 


